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Delaware County Coun-
cil approved an agreement
for a location in Yeadon
to serve as a community
health center that will even-
tually be a site to distribute
a COVID-19 vaccine and to
serve as the county’s health
department once that’s es-
tablished.

Council unanimously ap-
proved entering into a five-
year lease agreement with
Yeadon Shopping Center,
L.P. for a 1,235 square-foot
former community shop-
ping center at 125 Chester
Ave. The agreement puts
the cost at $185,4000 a
year so that the space can
be used to provide flu vac-
cines and COVID-19 tests -
and eventually COVID-19
vaccines, when they become
available.

Lori Devlin, director of
the county’s Intercommu-

nity Health Department,
said her department, the
Emergency Services De-
partment and the Citizens
Corps volunteers have been
providing COVID-19 test-
ing at outdoor locations
throughout the county for
the past 10 weeks, as well as
the first flu vaccine clinic in
Millbourne.

“We plan on continuing
these services over the next
several weeks,” she said.
“Looking at till the end of
October we plan on being
outdoor throughout the
county. By November, we
really need to have some
sort of a plan in place where
we move our operations in-
doors. It’s just not going to
be feasible for us to work
outdoors any longer.”

She said the Yeadon lo-
cation would be currently
used for giving flu vaccines
and COVID-19 test sites.
She added that it will a site
for administering vaccines
for the virus, when that be-

comes available.
County Solicitor William

Martin said the search for
a location centered on the
eastern end of the county,
where the needs were the
greatest, and he said loca-
tions in Springfield and in
Aldan were also considered.

The one in Springfield, he
said, had a higher cost and
the location was more cen-
tral to the county than near
the eastern end. The Aldan
location was too small and
also cost more. The Yeadon
facility costs $16 a square
foot, according to Martin.

Martin said the Yeadon
location is vacant and is
available for immediate oc-
cupancy.

“The supermarket use is
a plus for us because that
means it has the electricity
appropriate for a high level
of refrigeration capacity,
which is likely to be neces-
sary in connection with the
eventual COVID vaccine,”
he said.

Martin said they nego-
tiated with the owners to
have a one-time right to
terminate the lease in 18
months should the county’s
process for a county health
department would not go
forward for unforeseeable
reasons.

County Councilwoman
Elaine Paul Schaefer
warned of the need for se-
curity.

“Since our meeting yes-
terday, it was brought to
my attention that we should
be addressing security con-
cerns for this location,” she

said, particularly if it was
going to be housing large
quantities of a COVID vac-
cine.

Devlin agreed.
“The property really does

have a lot of advantages be-
cause it was a supermarket
and it has a loading dock,
obviously the room that we
would need,” she said. “But
we would need to consider
what type of security we
would put in place because
we will be storing vaccine
there.”

Even right now, Devlin
said the county is in desper-

ate need for space to store
the flu vaccine.

Martin said upgraded
entry doors and rear doors
and more intense secu-
rity components for the
space would be addressed
through the use of CARES
Act funds. However, he ex-
plained that after the first
two months, the cost of the
site would no longer be cov-
ered by this federal alloca-
tion.

The Yeadon commu-
nity health center is antici-
pated to be occupied in No-
vember.
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PHILADELPHIA » A Haver-
town doctor who imported
unapproved injectable med-
ications then falsely billed
health care benefit pro-
grams for approximately
$2.3 million was sentenced
to one day in prison and 12
months of home confine-
ment Tuesday.

U.S. District Judge Tim-
othy J. Savage addition-
ally sentenced Dr. Thomas
J. Whalen to three years of
supervised release, and or-
dered him to pay $1.1 mil-
lion in restitution and a fine
of $25,000, according to a
spokesperson for U.S. At-
torney William McSwain,
of the Eastern District of

Pennsylvania.
Whalen, a 65-year-old

Rheumatologist, pleaded
to a criminal information
in December charging him
with one count of health
care fraud, one count of im-
portation contrary to law
and two counts of distri-
bution of a controlled sub-
stance for unlawfully dis-
tributing oxycodone to pa-
tients actively using illicit
drugs.

He had owned and oper-
ated Whalen Rheumatol-
ogy Group with locations
in Havertown, Exton and
Wilmington, and his prac-
tice included using expen-
sive live cell medications
like Remicade Synvisc and
Boniva that were adminis-
trated by injection and in-
fusion.

Rather than purchase
pricey FDA-approved ver-
sions of the medicines
from authorized distrib-
utors, federal prosecu-
tors said Whalen bought
cheaper, non-FDA ap-
proved versions for use
on his unsuspecting pa-
tients. He then billed fed-
eral health care programs
as though he had used the
FDA-approved versions of
the medicines, pocketing
approximately $1.1 million
in illicit proceeds.

The information also
identified two patients
who also received oxyco-
done prescriptions from
Whalen despite multiple
drug screening results that
showed they were simul-
taneously abusing cocaine
and heroin.
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