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Public Safety Committee Meeting 
March 27, 2021 

 

Members Present: Mayor Rohan Hepkins, Council President Latoya Monroe, Councilor Delores 

McCabe, Councilor Liana Roadcloud, Police Chief Anthony Paparo, Finance Director Nafis Nichols, 

Fire Chief Michael Diienno, Public Works Director Jeffery Wilkinson, Thomas Abrams, Antoinette 

Truehart, and Denise Stinson  

Absent: Tax Collector Julianne James, Solicitor Charles M. Gibbs, Code Enforcement 

Director/Emergency Management Coordinator/Fire Marshal Rufus Stokes 

Other Attendees: Dr. Karen Dixon, Valerie Cook Henry, Nicole Beaty, Temitope Keyes, and 

Lauren Footman 

The Public Safety Committee Meeting was held via Zoom and started at 9:35 a.m. 

Councilor Delores McCabe opened the meeting with a prayer.  

Police Department - Chief Anthony Paparo discussed his recent Good Morning Yeadon! talk show.  

Parking, Code, and Public Works issues and anything else that effects the quality of life in Yeadon 

was discussed.  The Police Department has lost two Part-Time Officers as they have found full-time 

positions in other counties/states.  Currently, there are approximately 3 or 4 part-time police officers. 

Chief Paparo revisited the Animal Control issues.  He reiterated that we are no longer using 

Delaware County Animal Control due to cost issues.  At this moment he has someone that will 

handle dog complaints until another company can be found.   

Chief Paparo also stated that he is applying for a grant from the Department of Agriculture to obtain 

funds for a gardening initiative that will allow the Police Department and residents to work along-

side each other growing vegetables and flowers, etc. 

An aggressive driving detail on Church Lane relating to the accidents and DUI’s in our area has 

proved to be effective.  Officers contacted around 50 drivers which included citations being issued 

for speeding and red-light violations, and four DUI arrests as a result of the safety check. 

Speed bumps are still periodically being put out but are removed when the ground is wet to prevent 

sliding.  Public Works and NDI are working with the Chief Paparo to get the information needed for 

PennDOT to get the authority for a stop sign or other road markings on various intersections, such as 

Bailey Road and Cypress Street. 

Fire Department - Chief Diienno stated that March is Recertification Month for the Fire 

Department.  There has been training on CPR and SBA Fit Test.  There will be an event at 12:00 

noon on Saturday, April 3rd where the Fire Company will be escorting the Easter Bunny around town 

to bring cheer.  Chief Diienno stated that in the past 6 months the FD is averaging around 80-100 fire 

emergencies per month and about 250-300 ambulance calls per month.  
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Public Works Department – Jeff Wilkinson stated that disinfecting with the electrostatic sprayers is 

still in effect.  The Library is done on Tuesdays and Borough hall is done on Wednesdays.  As 

previously mentioned in earlier meetings, the Police Department has the handheld electrostatic 

sprayer device.  Also, potholes are currently being filled as they arise. 

Councilor McCabe asked about the proper way to dispose of tires.  Mr. Wilkinson stated that he 

called the County and was given the name and number of a company that he intends to call on 

Monday (March 29th) to inquire about disposal.  There is an option to take tires to a dealership or to 

Goodyear Tires however, the cost is about $4.00 per tire.  Robin Ford on MacDade Boulevard. and 

Goodyear Tires on Baltimore Pike (in Clifton) will recycle tires.  Chief Paparo asked if there was 

something that we (the Borough) could use the tires for, for example building materials.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Wilkinson stated that we have no use for them. 

Council President Latoya Monroe inquired about the protocol for Creek cleanup.  Mr. Wilkinson 

replied that Director Stokes is in the process of contacting the County to determine who owns the 

Creek as well as certain sections as there is a lot of gray area about the woods.  He gave an example 

of the houses behind Yeadon Avenue and the Cemetery where half of the Creek belongs to the 

Cemetery and the other half to the homeowners.  He also stated how behind Allen Drive could 

belong to either Yeadon or Philadelphia.  If it is Yeadon’s responsibility Public Works will take care 

of the issues. 

Code - No report given 

Emergency Management - No report given 

Comments – Councilor McCabe asked Mayor Hepkins about the current number of people who 

have gotten vaccinated on the “Yeadon Days” at the Wellness Center.  Mayor Hepkins stated that 

those statistics are registered in the Borough and that a running count should be kept.  President 

Monroe gave an update on how it is going.  She stated that NJN &Associates has been working every 

weekend and have brought in additional staff to help since we started scheduling vaccinations.  She 

thanked everyone that has stepped up to help such as the Code Officers that have been fielding calls 

and passing on appointment scheduling.  It is working but is overwhelming for them, but they have 

been working 7 days a week.  Residents that have gone through the process have given positive 

feedback about how organized and friendly the Wellness Center is being run.  Nafis Nichols stated 

that he does not currently have an exact number on hand, but it is well over 600 residents and was 

currently in the process of scheduling 380 more vaccination appointments for the following week.   

Mayor Hepkins added that there were complaints in the beginning about not being able to get 

vaccines but reminded everyone that The Wellness Center is for all of Delaware County and 

measures have been taken to fix that issue as best as can.   

The Tax Collector’s office was also discussed. 

Meeting ended at 10:26 am. 

Bishop Karen Dixon ended the meeting with a prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Quiana Braxton 


