
THE BOROUGH OF YEADON 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-_______ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF YEADON BOROUGH, DELAWARE 

COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION 

OF SECURED BOXES CONTAINING KEYS, PLANS, AND 

OTHER ITEMS OF CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO STRUCTURES IN THE 

BOROUGH OF YEADON; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEALING 

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Yeadon has a responsibility to ensure the safety, health, and welfare of 

residents, businesses, and visitors through the enforcement of building, property maintenance, fire 

prevention, and zoning codes; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes the need to implement the installation of secured boxes 

containing keys, plans, and other items of critical significance in emergency response to structures in 

the Borough of Yeadon to enable emergency responders to access buildings safely and efficiently; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds it in the best interest of public health, safety, and welfare to 

require key lock boxes on regulated buildings and structures; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough finds that this Ordinance was passed and approved at a public meeting of 

the Borough Council of Yeadon Borough held in strict compliance with the Pennsylvania Sunshine 

Law at which a quorum of the Borough Council Members was present and voting.  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED and ENACTED by the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Yeadon, County of Delaware, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, that the following Article shall be 

added and incorporated into the Yeadon Borough Code of Ordinances, Part II General Legislation, 

Chapter 156 Fire Prevention, as follows:   

Section 1.  Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Key Lock Box Systems Ordinance.” 

Section 2.  Purpose. 

The purpose of this article is to implement the installation of secured boxes containing keys, plans, 

and other items of critical significance in emergency response to structures in Borough of 

Yeadon. The use of the secured boxes will allow first responders to enter properties safely and 

without the damage attendant to forced entry. 

Section 2.  Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE — An individual who is designated in writing by the Fire Chief as 



 

 

identified in this ordinance to act on the Fire Chief’s behalf regarding an approval or direction. 

KEY LOCK BOX SYSTEM — A small or large box of Knox-Box
® 

brand, or similar brand 

authorized by the Fire Chief or any authorized designee, comprised of steel or other secure 

material with a locking mechanism. 

REGULATED BUILDINGS — Any building in the Borough of Yeadon used for commercial, 

institutional, industrial or municipal purposes, with or without a residential component, and which 

is protected by an alarm system, central station protective system or automatic sprinkler system, 

or such structures that are secured in a manner that restricts access during an emergency, together 

with all multifamily dwellings having a common entryway or consist of four or more units.  

Section 3.  Required installation of key lock box systems. 

A. Installation. Within six (6) months from the effective date of this article, the owner or 

manager of a regulated building shall be required to place a key lock box system on all 

regulated buildings currently located in Borough of Yeadon. Properties with multiple 

regulated buildings must be equipped with a single key lock box system for each building 

on the property. Key lock box systems shall be placed on all regulated buildings hereafter 

constructed or substantially altered prior to receiving a certificate of occupancy. 

B. Contents. Key lock boxes shall contain labeled keys to access: locked points of entrance and 

egress, mechanical rooms, elevator rooms and control rooms, fenced and secured areas, and 

any other areas which may need to be accessed by first responders as directed by the Fire 

Chief. If required by the Fire Chief or any authorized designee, a key lock box system shall 

also contain a list of emergency contacts, floor plans showing locations of shutoffs, and a 

list of hazardous materials on the property, if applicable. 

C. Exemptions. Application for exemption from the requirements of this article can be made to 

the Borough of Yeadon Fire Department on a form provided by them and will be granted 

upon a determination by the Fire Chief or any authorized designee that ready access to a 

regulated building is continuously available without use of a key lock box system. 

Section 4.  Installation. 

A. Mounting location and inspection. Key lock box systems shall be mounted near the entry 

door on the address side of the property between five and six feet above ground level, where 

possible, or placed at the direction of the Fire Chief or any authorized designee. Upon 

installation of the key lock box system, the property owner or manager shall notify the 

Borough of Yeadon Fire Department to have the key lock box system secured. 

B. Access. The owner or manager of a key lock box system-equipped property shall provide 

means of access to the key lock box system to the Borough of Yeadon Fire Department. 

Only the Fire Chief, Fire Marshal, the Fire Department, EMS providers, and the Police 

Department of the Borough of Yeadon shall be authorized to possess a key to the key lock 

box. 

C. Duty of maintenance. It shall be the duty of the property owner or manager to ensure the key 

lock box system is properly secured and its contents currently applicable. 

Section 5.  Implementation. 

The Fire Chief or any authorized designee is authorized to establish and implement rules and 



 

 

regulations for the use of the key lock box System and to create educational material for the 

owners and managers of properties with regulated buildings. 

 

Section 6.  Regulated Buildings Containing Hazardous Materials 

Any regulated building that contains hazardous materials (either inside the structure or elsewhere 

on the property) must: 

A. Self-Install a Key Lock Box System to store relevant emergency information. 

B. Provide the Borough Fire Chief with the following: 

i. A floor plan 

ii. A site plan 

iii. Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) 

iv. Any other chemical-related documentation required by SARA, Title III 

Section 7.  Violations and penalties. 

Any person, firm, or corporation owning or managing a property with a regulated building who 

shall violate any provision of this article, in lieu of any other penalty provision in this chapter, 

shall be subject to a fine or penalty not exceeding $1,000 for each and every offense, and 

whenever notice of the violation is given by service of process or otherwise, each day that such 

violation continues shall constitute a separate offense punishable by a like fine or penalty. Such 

fines or penalties shall be collected as like fines or penalties are now by law collected. 

Section 8. Appeals 

Any person aggrieved by the findings of the Fire Chief or any authorized designee may appeal to the 

Borough Code Appeals Board within 10 business days of the written notice of violation. 

Section 9. Severability 

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 10. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective on April 1, 2026, and shall apply to all regulated properties 

thereafter. 

 

ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Council of the Borough of Yeadon this ___ day of 

___________, 2026. 
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